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ABSTBACT 

In exaaining research on the characteristics and 
prpbleas of saall/rural coaaunity colleges, one finds that a 
LStent definition of * rural* does not exist, anl that aost 
irch has traditionally focused on the differences between private 
^and 'public colleges, not between saall and large institution s!l; 
Research indicates that: (1) classes tend to be saall er in the' 
private colleges (aost of which have fewer than 1500 sjbudents) with 
the instructors u^ing less reproducible aedia; (2) there is % auch 
higher percentage of faculty with doctoral degrees (aany doctors of 
divinity) in the private institutions as well as a higher percentage 
of part-tiae faculty; and (3) private and saall public institutions 
axe underrepresented in political science^ Spaliish^ philosophy, and 
interdisciplinary huaanities curricula. The ^literature on saall/rursil 
coaaunity colleges focuses on probleas of finding job sites for 
cooperative education students and locating factory egui'paent for 
occupational students to practice t^h; the lack x)f a pool of people 
froa whoa to draw part-tiae iiastructbrs; funding liaits due to low. 
enrollaent; and the overburden of tasks required of adainistrators« 
The literature also reveals that^the rural college is often a 
(Cultural center, and frequently has easier access to private 
foundation funds* (HB^ 
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SBPiUMZIllG PACT P9CM FICTICir 
ibrtter N. Ooben * * 

I Oi pleased to be taeze reprefcentj^ the ZBIC C3^«rlz^ouse Tor 
JtiaLor Colleges, one of the coaponsors for this neetlng. ihe deariiighouse 
is m, MenOJy-funded Bstlooal Infonnatlon retrieval, analysis, and dlssoal- 
aatlon center. I have brought infbzBatlon for EEEC dociment cobtrlbutors, 
other brocfanres, and a list of products available from the dearli^house. 
MTC staff aesfters also preparyl an annotated blbllograpbar of aocuaents on 



the -SBaU/rural caaBonlty- college especially fbr this conference. -The 
^.bibliography inrTTides more than 30 citations and abstracts. It can serve 
as a beginning point for anyc^- vho wants to study the snail/rural comunlty 
college literatmre. 

In preparing for this neetlng t used that bibliography to ftolllarlre 
ivself vith the topic iqpon iihlch I had done no prior study. Whenever I am 
Ixirlted to a Meeting the first thing I do is ask the dearii^house staff to 
do a-^eareh of the BHIC collection fbr docntents pertali^lng to the topic. 
I look at the abstxmcts^^get the foU copy of docuaents that appear to have 
le, and rend those aa^eirials to get Ideas for ay talk. Toa can do the 
thing. Here at -Tlrglnla Tech there is a cos^ete EHIC collectloa In 



Uhraiy. There are 30 P^her ZHIC collections around the state 



Inrlnrtln g those In the librazy In Beston, Uhlveiiity of Virginia, Ccnion- 
wealth lfeiiversll7, Hortfaem Vlziginia College, and.^elsewhere. Uslz^ the 
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system Is Inmlnahle for a spe|»h aaker Just as It. is for an Instroctor or 
itsfnlst yator lAo is_ confronted irLth the necessity of gaining inforaatlon 



Z have b««n asked to kpeak abput the prbblcMs facing nall/rural 
commity eoUegea, particularly en^phasizlog reiieapch, that has been done. 
Bie first problem that I found la the llter.ature is - that defining the term 
"Vural" causes aany problens. What is a rural connunity college T tte AACJC ^ 
•tteogpted to solve the problem by asking people contributli^ data for their 
JUrtctOTv Aether their institutions "w^jSe rural, suburban^ or urban. Appar- 
ently that procedure had some llmitatloqii : Mooipark College in a suburb of 
lorn Angeles and Westchester Commanity College near Kcv York City defined 
tljemselves as ruraO. vhereas the Arizona College of liwhnology in Wlnkl 
Arizona called itself inrban. I am certain that the popralation of Wtnkl 
Is le»a than 1,000, college stxidents and all, but the^pllege is p*^bably 
located right in the heart of the city. 



College size seems a more reliable vay of defining the institutions 
that are the toipic of this meeting. In 1973 there vere 665. colleges with 
fewer than 1,500 students. By 1974 the naaa>er had dropped to 63O and to 
539 by 1975. In 1976 there vere only 521 Colleges olT fewer than 1,500 
students . Obviously the xraaibcr of small institutions is steadily dropping 
as new college openings stibside and as the old institutions groir pasn,500 
students. Not incidentally ,* all bu^ a dozen or so of the 203 private Junior 
colleges in .^ej^a are In the category of small. 

the lack of a-«teistent definition causes problems for the researcher. 
- If each person studying small/rural commnity colleges mULes a different 
definition, the results VLUL be inconsistent, to say the least. We at the 
Center for the Study of Connamity-Colieges have been' studying curriculum, 
instruction, and faculty in the sciences and humanlUes in conaiunlty colleges 
natlonvlde and have attempted to partition our data according to the self- 
definition of "ruralness" that the^ colleges applied and according to ou^ own 
definition of "smallness " into which we' placed all colleges -with fewer than 
1,500 stucleats. 



Vbmx v« had exaalned our data v« noticed seraral differ<iziee« in 



and the 
the private 



cirrlcultBi and instzuctlonal 9^thod« between the^^nall coLLegei 
likTger instltutlona. But becauae we knew that practically all 
t« o-je«r ^ollegea were small, we were not sure irtiether the obsejnred dlT- 
fejrencea were related to "snallness " or 'Vrlrateness. Accordllgly we ran 
data again, aeparatlng institutions into private and 'mmii jUbllc eate- 
gos^es. Then we found that Bost of the differences between institutions 
havle to do with the differences between private and public eoUeies, not 
betVeen snail and large institutions. | 

He foonfl that classes tend to be smaller in the private ca|Lleges 
the instructors using less reproducible aedia. daas size and aedla 
led not to be different between small public and large ijjstlitutioas . 
that instructors in private jTmipr colleges have less accLss to 




He f ( 



rmndtsrs, parajnrofessional aides, and clerical assistants. They 



Ld nice 



■e access to those instructional aids. They are also .more likelyt to 



desir«| stricter- prerequisites for student admission to their elasseip. They 
would ^Like more media prodtiction Ikcilltles and test scoring assistance. 
In short, the instructor in the private two-year college is more ll«ely to 
be a solo practitioner. ' Thesis differences do not pertain between th^ small 
public and the large institutions. - • 
^ Izutructor patterns differ as well. There i^a much hi^ier percentage 

- of faculty with doctoral degj^s in the private institutions but there is 
also a higher percentage of pa^-time faculty. And there Is a relationship 
between those two characteris^^li^ maiQr of the part-timers are doctors of 
dlwlni^ from the area who teach the religion courses in the private colleges. 

OirrlcultM differs not^only between public and private ^institutions 
but also between small public and large collegea. In the humanities, the ' 
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prtrtLf instltutloQs t«ach predaBlmntOy ta^uq^ry, llWaturc, and rvU^ious 
•tudiM. Both ttasy aad the saall public inatiitutions are underrepr*sent«d 
la poU ileal adaacc, Spaniah, phlloaaphy, aad intardlacipllnaxy htnanitlea. 
la the aclencaa and aoclal aclencea tha privata eollagea tand to be higher 
In ehealatry and econanlca. TIm dlfferencea betnmen amall public and large 
laaUtutlona' currlculuj^^late priaarlily "fe-^e fact that courae'offerlaga 
are United : wbereaa a large inatitution can aupport a varietr of coarsea 
la history, ehealst^, biology, and other basic dlseipllnea, the aaaller 
laatltutlons frequently offer little more than the l>cginnlag or Introductory 
.'conraes in those areas. 

Moving aa«r to the literature on siMll/rural co^Bunlty colleges, I 
find that many problens vera recounted at the Workshop on Itaral Coniminlty 
Colleges sponsored by the Southeastern CooiBunlty OoUege Leadership. Itograai 
at Tallahassee in 1975- The report of that meeting Is cited as the fi»t 
document in your bibliography. George ^nvaghan has also lirltten about prob- 
lems per tainin g to the small public colleges and Harold McMollen and Bill 
McCoy were quoted extensively In the article on amall/roral college* In a 



recent Issue of! Change magazine. I vlll sumarlze aone of those probl« 



they noted. ^"""^ 

finding Job sites for cooperative education students and locatli^ 
fttctary equlpaent for occtqjatlonal students to practice on vere noted as 
problems. A college In an urban setting typically has little <^lftlculty 
la locating eaq?loyers yibo nl^ take stod^nts In cooperative edaiatlon 
V r o ^^^ ' a^ a a and in fin d in g Indus tries i^ere students may be placedfas sppren- 
tlces. Qae siAurbaa Los Angeles college has developed a stzo^ diesel 
mechanics program; less than a mile away Is one of the bl^^st truck diesel 
overhaul centers in the region. That center serves as the college's laboratory. 



BMre is a liait#d mater of thOMm kinds of f^ilities la rural 

Tbm ••eond problM leiotad in thm literature vae tha lack of a pool 
of people ttom vhon the college could drav their part*ti»e iaatructors. 
Urhmn coamunity colleges hare the advantage of a laxge ex^plsr of qualified 
people they can drair on to teach single courses without Baking a long-ten 



texBire cooaitBent. Rcwever, the data from our stivlies of the sciences and 



the huaMoiities shoir that the small institutions hare been able to utilize 
part-tlae instructors. One vay they have stiz«ounte4 the problem of a lack 
of people in tb^ mttm, is by having the administrators teach the specialised 



classes. Whereas the president or dean of a large Ias titution is rarely ^ 
found in the classrpon, a CGomion practice the smaller colleges is for . 



all administrators to teach a class or two during the year. 

^Miny ccBwntators^ discuss funding problesu . Because the colleges 

tend to be reimbursed on the basis of student enrollment, and because by ' 

- - - ^ 

definition student enx^oU^ents are loir, sizable funis to ccorndt to voli- 
tional activities are not available. The problem also beccmes acute ifben 
eBTQllments decline even by 20 or 30 students; in an institution yith only 



200 or 300 students that jq^ces quite a difference in the* available funds. 
Naqy people wd tij« about 'small colleges are coscemed about constant admin- 
Istrative dVsts and physical plant charges that do not change. They vorzy 



that their costs per student are iiigher because of their small classes. 

staffing present^ specialized problems. Ihe administrators in 
eolieges must do several different tasks. Fev of the colleges can affbrd 
an In^itutional research officer, hence they may^ve difflciilty in copii^ 
vlth. the flood of federal and state fbns that must be coaqaleted and also 



in collecting data about their own institution. And tlie administrator. vho 
must perfozv several different types of tasks may fix^ himself unqualified 
for at least so^yf them. 



f 



^ Am 1 nflMt^ on tbmmm probl«M Z voQd«r«d ittether com of thm 
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tnOy probl«M or not B«r«ly dif faraacM b«tw««a omU sad lirs* 
^titutlona. ^Ib« IdM that larg^ six* iMda to 9caaa^ of operation SMdt 
■or* •jpploratlpn. Certainly tha phyalcal' plant la battaaP utlllrad If claaaaa 
ara largar and atudenta ocfev^jy th« .bulldli^a fro^ al«bt In tha ■oralag until 
tan at nl«tat« Bat tha eocta of adnlnlatratlon ara not u clear. The inatl- 
totlon that baa aore ^dzalnlatratora has aora adnlnlatratlva taaka; each 
arta 1n l « trator createa ifork for all the othera~each has his own sat of foiw 
that ha keeps paailng to his cojaeaguas aa a ifay of Jxistlfying his own Job. 
(As I^rlElnson noted, each a rtml nVst jjrator haa aaslstanta who pass paper to hla 
and to others.)' Seen the atan^oJ^ of administrative taaJca that are 
livoaad <» faenl^, students, counsaQlors, librarians, and all other people 
4n large Institutions, the saall college not be In auch a bad way. If 
all thoae tasks are aaslgned a price depexkUng on the tliM that it takea 
arreryooe to coa^lete them,, then the differential coat of administration 
between aaall and large Institutions dlmiixLshes. However, If we peruse 
salarXea of a<ininistPators oaxlj^ saall laatltutlbns seem to suffer froa high 
attirinls tratlVe costs. I sa concerned that admlnistratlco la a lazse Insti- 
tution has hidden coats that may aho^ tq> In another way — In staff aorale 

4 

tor Instance. 

writers have said that the rural institutions are "out of the 
of laaoratlve action and involvwent . " Ihat aay be a character- 
latlc of the institutions but I aa not certain that it is a problm. Bow 
wch action and involveaent- do you wafffV Mach of the so-called innovation 
la large institutims has yielded little in sti^ient learning, t tend to j) 
put it. aore in thS^ategoiy of wheel spiani|^. Berhapa the saaller Insti- 
tatiooa. are ficartunate that they have less if such involvement. 



9am vrlt«n ha:v« ea^laia»d that anil InatitutloM eaanot p rovldc 

V 

porograai dlTtnifleation^and lnd««d our stxadics of etarrleulta hav« born* out 
that eoatvntloo. That to b« an artlfiiet of the ««y tb* inatltutlon 

'1« «tnaetur«d. Zf the s^ll inatitutioa att«ivta to support ■«pant« cImms 
111 mmth of thm Mjor M^ign lAogUAgM for €XM^pl#p It is donnwd to nail 
clMSM aad high cost per student. Accordii^ly r«v of the iMller coUegee 
have coqpreheneive Imnguege progrsM. Hoirever one let^^uige teacher can 
teach Danish, nreach, Buaelanp and GexMn alvultaneoualy if he aYmila hin* 
self of tbe'audlo tapes and vorkbooks that are videly airmilable. One roam 
vlth 15 or 20 students and one instructor in it can hare four or aore 
^aoguases beiog taught all at the ^saae tiae. There se«n ^ttl^ reason^to 
asgr that Jiist because ve hare- a saall college and could never get aore than 
3 students to study Russian at the ssae time ve.can never offer Rossian. 

I vas suzprised to find another contention, one that said: "^lie 
institution has difficulty attractii^ proven professionals • " That im^ have 
been the case at one tiae but ve any noir be wli^ into a diffei^nt era, 
one in vhich Bany highly skilled professionals find rural settings attrac* 
tive. lit short, the rural ccvunity college aay neH benefit Trcm urban 
flltfit In^coaii^ years* 

The probleai of inf titutional research is less easily overcone. the 
dean of Ttenger Jtotor College (Texas) surveyed institutiooal research in 
ssMll colleges in his state and found that half the deans felt their insti- 
tutional research vas inadequate* They, the deans, vere foreed to collect 
aad coi^ile data on fiiculty contact hours, stulent demographics, student 
status , and other infonation needed to satis^ #tate reportii^ ^f^^f . 
Fsir of then tended* to collect infoxnation on faculty activities. And loc«- 
ral^% p lannin g could not be undertaken vithout 'special funds to employ 
oatsiders to do it. • 



Althouch thm probl«M of tbm paueltgr of ^n«tltutlon»l'r««««rch 
eaaaot rmmdlXy hm ormrecmt in fmmll liutltutioaa »am» steps atght b« Ukcn. 
A ''circuit ridiag" iutitutlonjil r«flMreb«r might b« cnm ajummr. Scvwrml 
collects could band together end contribute to the st^yport of e full-tiae 
institutioMl rssearcher vho would collect the data th^ all need. A second 
imy of aaelioratins the lack of an institutional research office is to enlist 
t^ aid of faculty and students in doii« comnlty-suz-reys. Sam institu- 
tiorts hare bad notable success in planning and ^cn due tii« survey* in that 
fkchion. t \ 

ftiral colleges hare certain posiUve characteriatics. The iMti- 
tlona are often the onl/ cultural center* in^ their districts. Bil* Wfords 
the* the opportunity to do ccmunity-based hwani ties' fonms,. dram vork- 
aho|», art feetivals, recitale, exhibits / and other actiritiee that brli^ 
the art* aztd hownities to their area. lh«fc.ii an iq>artant role for the 
cimiiilty college; it oust fill the gaps in cultural opportunities, for the 
PMple it aerres. Ode of the aoet highly developed progress in the art* la 
offered at a^ccBMnitT college only a flsv ailes >raBi the center of Los 
Angeles. It Is certainly leaa. IjqKJrtant for that college to preeent coitarml 
prograas to people who have the facilities of the mjor ^trqpolltan area 
available to thea than it la fbr a college located in a rural aettii^. 

colleges have certain other advantages, both present 
and potential, it la 9^er for then to acquire funds trxm private 
Uoas. -Th^e amil rural College that sakes a finding connection) with a 
fgundation wanting to aupport it* activities can readily find a source of 
■oney that In perceittage of college budget tnr exceeds ai^thing available - 
to- the larger fiwtit|kti<»s. 

As a way of %ecaeBBOdatixig the problem of prograa diversity soae 



eoiuc«s,h«r« h*d mcoMa la ii^il nj lag a niU-tla« faculty aitm ma a 
eireoit rldar. Ttaat liMtruetor sata la denatad ficlZlUaa la dlffkraat 
torn around tte dlatrlet, Uachiac aa latrodwrtoiy alcaaea coura« Noodaya 
la ana torn, TtMdayt la aaothar. B« brlnca his aadla and aqulpBant with 
him, Tbat fwm ot outraacta ■•«m aora aultabla fc>>^»^ doaa tba altaraatlva 
pracUea of i^^<qrij^ a part-tlM taaebtr la aaeh tow|i. At laait tiM 
alMnt of'^uall^ eoatrol U aora Ukaly to ba nOfUlad. 

Iba ftttura for tb« caaU/xural coll4«a la uncartaln. Ton eaa do 
aoM thlnga waU and although you bava your om problaM, you axa alao" 
aparad mcmm of tha graatai" pynM aiia tmAag tha larsa/urbaa, InaUtuaooa. 
tea caatlota: It. la aora difficult for tha aaallar ilwtltutd,oo to aurrandar 

A 

■«Btad prqgi-aa. ftblle r a latloo a art aora praearloua. A larga/urbaa 



aa 



laaUttt^ari\aay taka actlooa that go uaaotlc'ad; tha a»ll/rural laatltutlon 



la la a flahboirL. Racantly tha Loa Ai^alaa n—iiilij OoUaga Dlatrlct 
fbund It naeaaaairy to dlraat Itaalf of cartala nonadueatlW actlrltlaa, 
particularly thoaa that f*ll Into tha eatagory of tranafar paywita for 
•aaior cltlsaaa and mm^hayA youth. It aaa ahla*^ to do re hy clvU^ 
off to other aoclal aarrlca ageaclaa la tha i imiiiiIij rtm amll/rural 
laatltutlon mat be wary of aceaptlag thoae ^uacUooa laltlally bacaaaa if 
thay mat ba cut back It aay ba aora difficult to flal another agency wll2Jr« 
to accept thea. Hence the Pro^:^ aould have to be cloaed ifith attealaat 
penaltlea to Isatitutional iaage. 

Iba future aay alao aee pumaaaaUi. fundli« rather than relaAyurse* 
aeata on tha baala^of atudent attaadaace. I thl'i^ that vould ba ddklrahla / 
but It la aUo going to' b# difficult to effect, the roota of tha eoMoa^ 
eoUagea are la tba K-Wsy«taa and K-12 geta Ita dollara on tha baala of ' 
•tadaat attaiytanea. If tie coOlagealiad drv«lap«t tnm the uaiveralty 



9 



I) 



9fUm\ th«gr mtki h«d ft b«tt«r opportuaity to cff^t aueh a fWidi^ 



OSM tiM nill/nnml cimiiii I ^ eoIl«c« ha«« aalqtM rmMwKT I 
aot e«rt«ia. lb« llt«r«tur« la not avorfttltod vlth .r«port« of vfld^tta pintiT — 
^ tbo eoUocM m JLiIco tbo Mm vbo oboorvM that ho U flv«.f««t, 

•ight-laehoo t*U oad v»i«ha 160 pooada. lo loolci »t hla slx-ftM^ twe-lneh, 
190 pooBd nolcbboi^ aaH oaya, obrlouoly dii^^iit, thorof^ro I Mtot tevo 

--4iffOr«nt prnlilM— bat I m aot karo wimt ttaoy oro. " Iho work of your 
OowKll aay bolp to dafiao tba difforvat problM. Btit do aot b« aurprlMd 
If rm ftad th«y diff^ only ia d«sro«, aot la Idad. Aad do not bo 
prlood to flad a' brood rmqg* of ofDiottiag boaoflto to oithor 



'"^ raralaooo, or both. 
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